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Fri., April 14 to Wed., May 31, 2023

The Development of Visual Culture in the Meiji Era:
The Japanese Response to Foreign Arts
and Culture
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Ikeda Kametaro, River Trout,
Mid-Meiji period, oil on board,
Kanagawa Prefectural Museum of Cultural History

As the Edo era gave way to the Meiji era in the late 19th century, Japan
underwent a variety of changes. These were not limited to the political and
economic sphere, they also extended to people’s daily lives and the culture
as a whole. Similarly, the art world saw myriad new trends and
developments. The information, technology, and images that arrived from
the West provided Japanese people of the time with a new sense of vision,
opening their eyes to a fresh way of seeing, approaching, and presenting
things. The so-called civilization and enlightenment of the Meiji Period
(1868-1912) also signaled advances in visual culture. This exhibition is
made up of Meiji era art and crafts drawn primarily from the numerous
collections of the Kanagawa Prefectural Museum of Cultural History as well
as works and documents from other museums and private collections. It
functions as a compilation of paintings, photographs, printed matter, sculptures, and crafts that
exemplify the distinctive expressions of the Meiji era. Viewers will have an opportunity to see a host of
creative works, a product of the chemical reaction that occurred between Japan and the West at this
transitional point in history, and discover new aspects of Meiji art.
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Fri., June 30 to Sun., Aug. 27

The Aichi Prefectural Museum
That Might Have Been
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Asai Hirokuni, "Aichi Prefectural Museum"
from The Guide to the Main Sights of Owari,
1893 (Meiji 26), Aichi Prefectural Library

In 1878, a museum was opened within the precincts of Nagoya's Soken-ji Temple, which had often
served as an exposition site in the early Meiji Period (1868-1912). Five years later, it came to be
managed by the prefectural government and was fittingly dubbed the Aichi Prefectural Museum. The
museum underwent a series of changes in name, such as the Commercial Museum, and differed
markedly from the typical image of a museum today. It was a large-scale general museum housed,
exhibited, and also sold items and goods from a wide range of fields, including art and crafts, history,
public hygiene, education, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, industry, and mining. The facility also housed
a zoo and a greenhouse. Although museums were being built throughout the country after World War
II, the idea of such a facility, conceived as a general museum of industry and technology with an
emphasis on promoting new industry, was inexplicably forgotten. In this exhibition, we consider the
Aichi Prefectural Museum that might have been.
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Fri., Oct. 6 to Mon., Nov. 27
The Photography of Yasui Nakaji
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Yasui Nakaji, (Gaze),

1931 (Showa 6) / 2010 (Heisei 22),
gelatin silver print,

Hyogo Prefectural Museum of Art

Yasui Nakaji (1903-1942) was a preeminent figure in the history of Japanese photography. Despite
his brief career, Yasui explored a variety of expressive styles, which flourished until the 1930s. He
trained his camera on a wide range of subjects on camera, capturing symbolic images from
fragments of reality. The major mark Yasui left on photography of the day exerted an influence on
countless artists after the war. This exhibition, based on a survey of the artist’s vintage prints and
negatives that survived the ravages of war, attempts to further illuminate the true nature of Yasui's
photographic practice. By shedding light on his ingenious approaches, such as creating
composites out of multiple negatives and trimming in the printing process, the exhibition provides
an empirical analysis of Yasui's work as a photographer.
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Tue., Jan. 16 to Sun., April 14, 2024

When Two Collections Meet
Co-curated by the Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art
and the Aichi Prefectural Ceramic Museum
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Kuno Shin, Steel Work #272,

1975 (Showa 50), stainless steel on board,
Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art
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Jar, Middle Jomon period,

Aichi Prefectural Ceramic Museum
(Gift of Mr. Kudo Yoshiro)

While the Aichi Prefectural Ceramic Museum opened in 1978, the Aichi Prefectural Museum of
Art opened in 1992, though its predecessor, the Aichi Art Gallery, got its start in 1955. As a result
of several decades of collecting, the two museums now house a total of over 8,000 items each.
For this exhibition, curators from both museums exchange ideas in an effort to introduce a group
of works based on four themes drawn from the collections, which extend from the ancient Jomon
era to the present day. In the past, viewers had a chance to see some of the museums’ works in
an Outreach Exhibition program that was presented in the prefecture once a year, but this event
marks the first time that they are being presented on such a large scale in the galleries at the
Aichi Prefectural Museum of Art. Viewers will enjoy savoring the unique resonance of the works,
which transcend the genres of fine art and ceramics.
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Part 1 Tue., March 21 to Wed., May 31, 2023
Echoing Art (continues until the second period)
This exhibition, featuring works from the museum collection, focuses on keywords such
as echo, resound, refrain, and imitate.
The Fujii Family's Handmade and Tasteful Lifestyle:
Fujii Tatsukichi and Household Handicrafts
This exhibition introduces Fujii Tatsukichi’s activities from the perspective of household
handcrafts that have been popularized by Fujii, his sisters, and his niece.
The Kimura Teizo Collection:
Buddhist Art Paintings and Other Works
Along with Buddhist paintings and sutras, this exhibition presents ritual implements and
other items. Among the highlights is a rare mandala with Sanskrit characters
embroidered out of human hair that is being reunited here for the first time with a similar
work from the Kanagawa Prefectural Museum of Cultural History. The two are thought to
have originally been a pair.
Part 2 Fri., June 30 to Sun., Sept. 17
Sign Mechanisms
Paintings and sculptures often function as signs,
representing something other than what they are.
Here, we consider how a diverse range of works make
use of these signs.
Part3 | Fri, Oct. 6 to Mon., Nov. 27
. TR —hTre-FIbeF—
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This exhibition focuses on works of 20th-century — M#. Eifi *H3MICRATE
Western art, one of the museum’s main areas of Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, Still Life with
collection, and the collectors who owned them before Glasses, 1912, il on canvas
. ‘Scheduled to be shown in the Part 3
they came to be housed in the museum. exhibition
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